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jealous ¢are. It is the foundation of our political privileges
protection of any thing like rational liberty.

The office of sheriff is the only one known to our constitution,

here there 15 any power interposed between the election of the

cople and the excercise of the office to which their favor may

¢ the successful candidate. That interposition 18 wise

elevat
¢ negligence

and salutary in order to guard the public trom th
or misconduct of an officer whose responsibility is greatasin
wof a sheriff.’” and whose failure to perform his duty

the case '
properlys way interrupt the due coursc of the administration of
justice.

easons the laws have wisely entrusted the power

" For these ¥
xamine the bonds of sheriffs elect, to certain functionaries,

foe

and to decide upon their sufficiency. but the committee can never
bring thsmselves to believe that the Legstature: ever intended,
that the power thus entrusted should be exercised precipitatcly
and without due caution and deliberation, which from the facts
Lerein detailed would scem to be the case which the committae
are now ex}amjgin@. ' | .

It will be at once perccived that the duty thus enjoined upon
these functionarvies involves the highest and most delicate power
given to or cxercis_vd,\b y them.

If exercised corruptly or capriciously, it amoun
tive veto upon the will of the people, and may be made the
means of Judicial oppression, the worst and most dangerous ty-
ranny known to the history of nations. A political or private

enemy may be deprived of a lucrative office to which popular fa

vor founded upon his own merits, may have elevated him, and a

lasting injury may be done toa worthy man without the benefit
of an appeal either to a higher tribunal or a jury of his peers.

The committee cannot bring themselves 1o doubt for a mo-
ment, but that the Legislature as the grand inq,u_est of the State,
have full and complete power to redress the grievance complain-
ed of aad at once to place Mr. Clarke in the office to which he
was entitled by the votes of the people of his county, fairly and
legitimately obtained, as well as by evary consideration of right
and justice. ' ’

To effect which object t
accompanying bill.
All which is respectfully submitted,

RICH ARD W. HIGGINS,
WM. GRASON.

ts to an effec-

he committee ask leave to report the '



